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THE PUERTO RICO CLIMATE CHANGE COUNCIL

Temperatures are increasing, precipitation patterns are changing, extreme events are occurring more fre
quently, oceans are more acidic, and sea level is rising. These climatic changes are projected to occur ¢
much faster than natural rates. Some types of extreme weather and climate events have already increased
frequency and intensity and these changes are projected to continue.

Climate changes are already affecting some aspects of society, the economy and natural ecosystems
Puerto Rico and these effects are expected to increase. Not all of these changes will be gradual. When ce
tain tipping points are crossed, impacts can increase dramatically. Past climate is no longer a reliable guid
to the future. This affects planning for public and private infrastructure, tourism and industry, water re-
sources, energy and all other social and economic systems.

In response to these changes, the Puerto Rico Climate Change Council (PRCCC) was convened in NC
vember 2010 to assess Puerto Ricobds vulnerabildi
PRCCC is comprised of four working groups: (WG1) Geophysical and Chemical Scientific Knowledge;
(WG2) Ecology and Biodiversity; (WG3) Society and Economy; and (WG4) Communicating Climate
Change and Coast al Hazards. Based on the result:¢
of coastal hazards risk assessment workshops conducted with thirty of thfortpastal municipalities,
the PRCCC concludes that Puerto Rico's climate is changing and coastal communities of Puerto Rico, criti:
cal infrastructure, wildlife and ecosystems are all vulnerable to various impacts associated with changes ir
global, regional, and island weather and oceanographic conditions.

The Climate is Always Changing
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seeing are a new phenomenon and that the change itself is the reason behind the concerns
the international scientific community has expressed. This is a misperception. The earth's
climate has always changed and will continue to change. The concern lies with the rate of

change, how fast we are seeing changes as compared to how fast they occurred in the

past, and whether humans and nature will adapt to appropriately to the changes.

Furthermore, the cause of this climatic change is linked to human actions; the burning of

fossil fuels for energy which releases heat-trapping gasses into the atmosphere. These

emissions have led to a rapid warming of the earth's climate.
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EL PERIODICO NAUTICO DE PUERTO
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